April 8, 2009
The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand

United States Senate

780 Third Avenue, Suite 2601

New York, N.Y.  10017

Dear Senator Gillibrand:

I’m confident that you are aware of the critical need for affordable housing not just in New York City, but throughout New York State, and throughout our country. I write to you as a member of the Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing in New York City to urge your support for a strong HUD budget and for capitalizing the National Housing Trust Fund at $1 billion.

President Obama had proposed an allocation of $47.5 billion in the HUD budget, an increase of 18% over spending in the current fiscal year. This is in addition to the $13.6 billion included in the Economic Recovery Act for housing and homelessness programs. I understand that in the budget resolutions recently passed by Congress, Congress is proposing significant cuts in the President’s proposed discretionary domestic spending. It would be a serious mistake to reduce the amount of money being allocated to HUD. HUD suffered greatly under the previous administration even as the need for housing preservation and production grew. In the current economic climate, we need funding for preservation and production both to satisfy the real need for more affordable housing and to provide a significant economic stimulus in local communities.
The National Housing Trust Fund presents an historic opportunity to make an ongoing commitment of federal resources to address the housing needs of low-income Americans. The President’s proposed capitalization of that fund with an allocation of $1 billion merits your full support.

I am looking for you to be a real champion of funding for a strong HUD budget and capitalization of the National Housing Trust Fund at $1 billion.

Thank you.

Sincerely Yours,

________________________________

Signature and Name

________________________________

Address

________________________________

