[image: image1.jpg]ot
AC

INTERFAITH ASSEMBLY on

HOMELESSNESS

AND HOUSING




Who We Are
The Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing is a coalition of religious organizations and individuals working with and on behalf of homeless, poorly housed, and at-risk individuals. A not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, the Assembly was founded in 1986 at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York City. The Assembly addresses homelessness in two ways - Life-skills Empowerment Programs for homeless people and Public Policy Advocacy. 
Empowerment Programs
Through our empowerment programs the Assembly helps those who have been homeless to recover from the trauma associated with their homelessness. Our Life-Skills Programs are known in the faith community for having a strong impact on the reintegration of homeless people into their community. Participants are drawn from city shelters, drop-in centers, therapeutic communities and transitional housing programs. Through sharing with a group of individuals with similar experiences, they receive support and affirmation of their inherent value as members of society. Participants learn the process of identifying and achieving goals in various areas of their lives. They are matched with volunteer community mentors who assist them in this process. Some graduates have become mentors for participants of subsequent classes. After graduating, a number of program graduates have themselves become mentors for participants of subsequent classes. Program graduates are also invited to meet twice a month as members of a Speakers’ Bureau support group as a means for the graduates to share their stories of recovery with the general public to help others to gain an understanding of personal dimensions of homelessness.

Public Policy Advocacy

The Assembly works to promote public policies that will 1) produce affordable housing, 2) prevent homelessness, 3) provide important services, and 4) promote income and employment. Our policy efforts are developed with a broad community of public policy advocates with whom we determine which issues and campaigns are most likely to benefit from the engagement and support of the faith community.  The Assembly also distributes tens of thousands of Street Sheets per year with listings of resources to help people in need.
Membership
Membership in the Assembly will enrich your congregation in many ways. As a participating member you will receive periodic updates on important issues, and network with congregations and religious organizations from the diverse faith community in our city. The dues go directly toward supporting all the Assembly's activities. Another way to support the Assembly's work is to give a cash grant directly for stipends to support one or several participants in the Life-Skills Program. This kind of support allows the congregation to see the direct impact of your membership and our work, as the lives of individuals in the program are transformed.  There are also opportunities to serve on various board committees and further guide the work of the Assembly. Our public policy campaigns would welcome participation from your congregants. Member groups can also sponsor a semester of the Life-Skills Programs. Let us know what you think the special needs and interests of your congregation might be, and we would be happy to discuss that with you. Membership support from congregations generally ranges from $100-$1,000, with the average contribution being between $350-$500. 
For more information call our offices at (212) 316-3171 - IAHH.org
Inspired, strengthened and sustained by faith, the Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing is committed to confronting the unconscionable and unacceptable reality of homelessness in New York City. Recognizing society's shared responsibility and working as partners with those who have experienced homelessness, the Assembly will mobilize communities of faith to empower all people, to advocate public policies to eliminate homelessness, and strive for the transformation of society. 
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